
Welcome

Aalborg SØ (South East)



Danish law on parallel society

• The Danish government has published an official list of 
vulnerable residential areas annually since 2010 with three 
categories: 

• Vulnerable residential area (udsat boligområde)

• Parallel society (parallelsamfund)

• Redevelopment area (omdannelsesområde)

• Since 2021 a list of prevention areas (forbyggelsesområder) 
has also been published 



Definition: Vulnerable residential areas

A social housing area with at least 1,000 residents that fulfil at least two of the 
following four criteria:

• The share of inhabitants aged 18–64 neither in employment nor education is 
higher than 40%

• The share of inhabitants convicted for infractions against the penal law, weapons 
law or drug regulations is more than three times as high as the national average

• The share of inhabitants aged 30–59 with only primary education is greater than 
60%

• The average gross income for inhabitants aged 15–64 (excluding those in 
education) is less than 55% of the average gross income for the region



Definitions: 
Parallel society and Redevelopment area

A social housing area that fulfil the criteria for “Vulnerable residential area” and in 
addition:  

• If the share of immigrants or descendants of immigrants from non-Western 
countries is higher than 50%, the area is officially proclaimed a “parallel society” 
(parallelsamfund)

• A residential area that has been named as a parallel society for five consecutive 
years is proclaimed a “redevelopment area” (omdannelsesområde)



Consequences
(Some of them)

• All children who are at least one year old and living in 
a vulnerable residential area are required to attend 
preschool for at least 25 hours per week in order to 
learn the Danish language and Danish traditions and 
norms

• The social housing associations must give priority to 
applicants who are in jobs or education

• The municipality may provide special effort 
requirements from the social housing associations 
such as renovations

• The share of social housing in redevelopment areas 
has to be reduced to a maximum of 40%

• Individuals receiving certain social welfare benefits 
face restrictions on moving to redevelopment 
areas. The same is true for people convicted of crime

• Entire families can be evicted if one member is 
convicted of a crime



White box: Greenland neighborhood

Grey box: Beatesminde neighborhood



Definition: Prevention area 

A social housing area with at least 1,000 residents that has a share of non-Western 
immigrants and descendants of more than 30% - and fulfil at least two of the following four 
criteria:

• The share of inhabitants aged 18–64 neither in employment nor education is higher than 
30%

• The share of inhabitants convicted for infractions against the penal law, weapons law or 
drug regulations is more than twice as high as the national average

• The share of inhabitants aged 30–59 with only primary education is greater than 60%

• The average gross income for inhabitants aged 15–64 excluding those in education is 
less than 65% of the average gross income for the region



Development - Prevention area, Greenland neighborhood

> 30% At least two of the four criteria has to be fulfilled

Residents

Jan. 1 2022

I.D. non-
western

Jan. 1. 2022

(> 30%)

Unemployed

2020-21 

(> 30%)

Convicted

2020-21 

(≥ 1,45%)

Only primary
education

Jan. 1. 2022 

(> 60%)

Average 
income

2021 

(< 65%)

Grønlands-kvarteret i alt 01.12.2019 2.011 34,7 38,4 1,07 51,9 66,7

Grønlands-kvarteret i alt 01.12.2020 2.409 35,5 34,1 1,21 54,1 64,7

Grønlands-kvarteret i alt 01.12.2021 2.439 38,2 34,5 1,70 55,8 63,2

Grønlands-kvarteret i alt 01.12.2022
2.362 39,2 34,7 2,03 56,7 62,4



Development – Prevention area, Beatesminde neighborhood

> 30% At least two of the four criteria has to be fulfilled

Residents

Jan. 1. 2022

I.D. non-
western

Jan. 1. 2022

(> 30%)

Unemployed

2020-21 

(> 30%)

Convicted

2020-21 

(≥ 1,45%)

Only primary
education

Jan. 1. 2022 

(> 60%)

Average 
income

2021 

(< 65%)

Beatesminde-området i alt 01.12.2019 1.436 24,1 39,1 1,17 49,9 69,5

Beatesminde-området i alt 01.12.2020 1.513 26,7 37,2 1,5* 50,6 67,7

Beatesminde-området i alt 01.12.2021 1.318 29,1 35,8 1,42 49,4 70,9

Beatesminde-området i alt 01.12.2022 1.171 28,5 34,5 0,94 47,8 70,5



Local partnership in Aalborg SOE 

• Overall committee since 2015 with participants 
from all social housing associations, municipal 
actors and the police

• Local task force ”Procesgruppen” and since 2022 
committee with local actors around the local
square

• Mutual knowledge and continuous information 
on the status of the area as well as coordination 
of activities

• Close communication and joint effort if there are 
unfortunate incidents in the area

• Shared Facebook page and press about the good 
stories from the area



Local partnership in
Aalborg SOE 

• Joint activities in school holidays

• Joint events during the year

• Art and cultural activities

• Support of sport and leisure activities

• Outdoor facilities





Expansion of holistic plan for 
social efforts in Aalborg East

• Includes ”Greenland neighborhood” which means
the housing departments belonging to Alabu, 
Vivabolig og Lejerbos

• Project periode: May 1. 2023 til January 31. 2025 
• Subsidy from “Landsbyggefonden” (the national 

social housing association)
• Continued focus on the broad cooperation in 

Aalborg SOE
• Focused initiatives in relation to education and 

employment
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