
From 
Knowledgeability 
to Transformative 
Capacity

Revisiting Structure and Agency through 

the DASH Experience



transformation







We commit ourselves to producing new 
knowledge, developing innovative solutions, 

creating opportunities for collaboration, 

and contributing to changes
in practices, institutions and public policies.



the promise of transformation is embedded in 
the entire architecture of research funding

Underlying this architecture is what we might call 

a certain transformative optimism.





the Marie Skłodowska-Curie 
Staff Exchanges









the Origins of DASH 





Anthony Giddens' 
Theory of Structuration



To what extent are our actions shaped by 
existing institutions, rules and social 

arrangements? And to what extent can 
we, through our actions, reproduce or 

change those arrangements?



Giddens’s duality 
of structure

Structures enable 
and constrain 
action

• Rules and resources

Agency: through 
social practices, 
actors reproduce 
or transform 
structures.

• Power shapes 
actors’ capacity to 
act



The dash
experience



Four Levels of Transformation

individual 
level

relational 
level

institutional 
level

systemic 
and material 

level



Beyond DASH — A 
Beginning, Not an End
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