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“15 RENTED ROOMS IN JUST 10 YEARS“

“Sometimes he had to find another place to sleep,

even though he regularly paid his rent.”
Oslobođenje, 27. mart 1972.

EVERYDAY REALITY

Housing insecurity and frequent moves

OFFICIAL HOUSING POLICY

Subtenants largely overlooked



HOUSING OPTIONS IN SOCIALIST YUGOSLAVIA

• THREEWAYS TO SECURE HOUSING:

Socially owned apartments

• Occupancy rights · Low rents · Long-term security

• The most desirable option

Private housing

• Building or buying a house or apartment

• Financial resources required

Subtenancy

• Rented rooms or apartments

• Limited security

• ·Often informal agreements



SARAJEVO: URBAN GROWTH AND HOUSING DEMAND

RAPID URBANIZATION AND HOUSING EXPANSION
• POPULATION       180,000 → 450,000 1948–1981

• APARTMENTS         90,000 → 127,000  1971–1981

• HOUSING STRUCTURE

More than half of all apartments were socially owned

ESTIMATED SUBTENANTS · 1972

• 25,000 (Oslobođenje, 21 August 1972)



Oslobođenje, august 1972.

EVERYDAY REALITY
High rents and poor living conditions

NEW REGULATIONS · 1975
Minimum standards and notice periods

THE MAIN PROBLEM
Verbal agreements and limited protection

The gap between legal protection and everyday reality.



Oslobođenje, November 1982.

“Ljubiša Jovanović held occupancy rights to a two-and-a-
half-room apartment at 17/9 Socijalističke revolucije 
Street,  owned by Energoinvest’s Technical Services unit. 
While Jovanović and his wife lived comfortably in their 
house on Butmirska cesta, they rented the socially 
owned apartment to as many as five subtenants. To avoid 
attracting the attention of the authorities, Ljubiša signed 
rental agreements with two subtenants and Ana 
Jovanović with three, each stating a monthly rent of 
1,000 dinars. 
However, the subtenants, who were students, claimed 
that each of them actually paid 2,000 dinars per month 
and had been told that their rent would increase by 
another 500 dinars in the new year.”

“The Unravelling Has Begun.
They Have a House,Yet Profit from a Flat”



“He furiously punched me with his fists,
then lifted me up and threw me out
through the door into the courtyard.”

Source:“I ‘Gazda’, i siledžija” (A Landlord and a
Bully),Oslobođenje, December 1982.



“A few days ago, the ‘landlord’ brutally evicted Zekija
Mujezinović, took away her key, cut off the electricity, and
threatened her if she dared to return for her belongings.
Humiliated and insulted, she turned to the Housing and
Communal Affairs Commission of the Centar Municipal
Assembly. However, its chairman, Sifet Šabanović, told her
that they were ‘powerless’ because she had no rental agre
ement with her former landlord.” 
“Who Gets the Short End of the Stick?“, Oslobođenje, December 1982.

52 - Rent subsidy recipients
Across 65 municipalities in Bosnia and Herzegovina,
during the first nine months of 1986.The main obstacle:
the requirement for a written rental agreement.
 
Archives of Bosnia and Herzegovina (ABiH), Republican Conference of the Socialist Allianc
e of Working People of Bosnia and Herzegovina (RK SSRNBiH), Information on Housing

Cost Subsidies, February 1987.



CONCLUSION

 Subtenancy was an important but largely overlooked part of socialist housing.

 Legal rights did not always translate into protection in everyday life.

 Housing security remained deeply unequal, even within the socialist housing system
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