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Main message/overview of presentation

• How can design studios help envision alternative futures for safe, affordable

housing?

• In Porto and Gaia, how can residents be actively engaged in building common

ground?

• Common ground = shared visions and understanding about housing and 

neighborhood development

• Common ground = shared spaces
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THE DESIGN STUDIOS
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The design studios

• Project-based course where students develop design proposals for a specific site or 

problem

• 37 students, divided into two groups

• 15 students of the Bachelor and Master of Architecture and Urban Planning: focus on Porto

• 18 students of the Master Integrated Urbanism and Sustainable Design, including two exchange 

students from Namibia: focus on Gaia

• In collaboration with DASH partners Domus Social (Porto) and Gaiurb (Gaia)



6

FINDING COMMON GROUND: Urban Design Studios Providing Ideas for Neighbourhood Regeneration in Porto and Vila Nova de Gaia     /

Housing crisis in Portugal

• Sharp increases in housing prices and rental 

costs, without comparable salary increases

• Increased foreign investment

• Touristification

• Insufficient new housing construction

⇒ Shortage of affordable housing

• Student’s task: develop innovative strategies, 

processes, visions, and designs for urban trans-

formation at and beyond the neighborhood scale

Source

https://www.visualcapitalist.com/home-affordability-trends-in-oecd-countries-since-2015/
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Common ground: Co-creating affordable and social 
housing | The Gaia studio

Common ground: Housing as social infrastructure
The Porto studio

The design studios

Dr. Shaharin AnnisaEls KeunenProf. Dr. Astrid LeyRainer GoutriéDr. Sigrid Busch

https://international-urbanism.de/team/annisa/
https://international-urbanism.de/team/astrid_ley/
https://international-urbanism.de/team/keunen/
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Design studio phases

1
Phase 1: Diagnosis and site 
analysis

Onboarding
Training school Porto/Gaia
Site analysis presentation

2
Phase 2: Theme, concept or design 
development

Joint workshops
Tutorings
Intermediate presentation

3
Phase 3: Strategic or design 
development

Joint workshops
Tutorings
Final presentation
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Planning sites & partners
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PORTO STUDIO 
COMMON GROUND: HOUSING AS 
SOCIAL INFRASTRUCTURE
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Location: Duque de Saldanha neighbourhood in Bonfim

• Currently, idea competition to improve a social 

housing site with 118 housing units, closing on 

28 October

• Surrounding neighbourhood full of “islands”, 

but rapidly gentrifying

• Informal (tent) housing on cliff side – mostly 

migrants (?)
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Project proposal: FUTUREPROOF BONFIM 
by 
SOPHIE KAISER
SVEN MASER
(M.Sc. Arch-students)
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GAIA STUDIO
COMMON GROUND: CO-CREATING 
AFFORDABLE AND SOCIAL HOUSING
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Location: Grijó
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Location: Grijó

• Suburban area, fragmented development

• Informal settlements with substandard 

housing conditions inhabited by Roma 

• Unimplemented proposal to relocate them 

to site of abandoned factory

• Hard to access social housing
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Project proposal: Lively Grijó

Main problem: Lack of inclusive public spaces in Grijó

• A deficit of public life: residents rely on private spaces

• Spatial fragmentation: disconnected streets limit spontaneous gathering

• Exclusion of certain groups: spaces fail to support intergenerational or 

cross-group interaction

Jonna Farah Rana Haritha
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Theoretical framework
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Existing Urban Contact Zone Typologies in Grijó
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Vision

Activating by enhancing or creating different urban contact zones 

(UCZ) to foster social interactions between different generations and 

social groups and incrementally giving ownership and “agency” to 

the people through co-creation
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Proposed interventions per typology
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Strategic plan
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Detailed steps per phase



35

FINDING COMMON GROUND: Urban Design Studios Providing Ideas for Neighbourhood Regeneration in Porto and Vila Nova de Gaia     /

Timeline
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INSIGHTS FROM THE STUDIOS
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Reflections on the research and design process

Understanding 
context through 

academic literature, 
lecture inputs

Engaging 
with 

theory

Learning from the 
field, from Domus 

Social, Gaiurb, 
residents, …

Learning 
across 
studios



38

FINDING COMMON GROUND: Urban Design Studios Providing Ideas for Neighbourhood Regeneration in Porto and Vila Nova de Gaia     /

Documentations 
of studio results
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THANK YOU
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